Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) Update

Congress has delayed the implementation of the next phase of the WHTI for Land and Sea Travel.

AIR TRAVEL—as of January 2007 a passport is required for air travel to or from Canada, Mexico, Central and South America, the Caribbean, and Bermuda.

LAND AND SEA TRAVEL –passport requirement is DELAYED until SUMMER 2008 or possibly later.  The Department of State will notify the public as soon as a final date is determined.

January 2008—Border authorities will require proof of U.S. Citizenship and government-issued photo ID (such as a driver’s license). Proof of U.S. Citizenship can be a birth certificate, naturalization certificate, or a passport.

Exceptions for Children — At present there are NO exceptions for children. Passport requirements for adults and children are the same.

Passport Card — A Passport Card is under development, but there is no final production date at this time. Customers should not delay applying for a Passport in the hopes that the Passport Card will be available.

OVERNIGHT RETURN: Passport Centers can no longer accept pre-paid stamped Express Mail envelopes or any other overnight delivery pre-paid envelopes.  If you wish to purchase overnight delivery of your passport, you must include $16.25 with the original passport fee.  A signature requirement is automatically waived on all passports returned to the customer via Express Mail.

Instructions for Passport Intake Form
1. Please fill out one form for each person requesting help.  If a group is requesting assistance, each person must complete a form.  Do not fill out a form with more than one person’s information.

2.  If you still need a visa, please write, “Visa still needed,” next to the “Date of Departure” line.
3. If you have already contacted another Member of Congress for passport assistance, please continue to work with him or her.  Due to a high volume of inquiries being sent to the Passport agencies, the State Department has requested that only one Congressional office inquire about a particular application.
          


     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

PASSPORT INTAKE FORM
Senator Cornyn: I am requesting your assistance in obtaining my passport in order to travel as indicated on the date below. 

Date of Departure:      
Name (as it appears on the application):       
Date of Birth:                                                              

Social Security Number:      
Application Locator Number:       
(If a passport application has been entered into the system the locator number may be checked online at http://travel.state.gov, “Checking the Status of your Application.”  This number is important because it will indicate which Passport Agency is working the case.)

Mailing address:       
E-mail address:       
Daytime Telephone Number:      
Date Application was submitted:       
I Paid for:

Routine Service:  FORMCHECKBOX 



Expedited Service:  FORMCHECKBOX 

Travel destination:      
SIGNATURE
U.S. Senator John Cornyn


5005 LBJ Freeway, Suite 1150


Dallas, Texas 75244-6133


(972) 239-1310 (Main)


(972) 239-2110 (Fax)











